Background: Acute stroke care has radically changed with the advent of novel timedependent therapies, such as intravenous thrombolysis and mechanical thrombectomy. The American Stroke Association (ASA) has published guidelines on appropriate time windows for managing patients with acute stroke. Knowledge of these guidelines is a key performance indicator for all stroke centres.
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Methods: An anonymous standardised questionnaire assessing knowledge of the ASA guidelines was distributed to all general and emergency department (ED) physicians from Senior House Officer to Consultant grade in a single comprehensive stroke centre. Those completing the survey were also asked whether they were NIHSS trained. Results: 47 completed questionnaires were returned (ED n = 24, general n = 23). 61% of ED and 96% of generalists reported that they were aware of at least 1 acute stroke care guideline. Knowledge of the correct time window for thrombolysis amongst ED and generalists was 83% and 78% respectively. Knowledge of the time window up until which thrombectomy can be considered in anterior circulation strokes amongst ED and generalists was 35% and 73% respectively. 25% of ED and 22% of generalists correctly identified the recommended door to CT time of <25 minutes. 61% of ED and 35% of generalists were aware of the target door to needle time of <60 minutes. 13% of ED physicians and 43% of generalists reported that they were certified in conducting an NIHSS assessment. Conclusion: The awareness of the internationally recognised ASA guidelines amongst ED and general physicians in our centre is sub-optimal. Furthermore the majority of physicians are not certified in NIHSS assessment. Knowledge of best-practice guidelines amongst health professionals who frequently encounter acute stroke patients is essential. A hospital-wide education programme to improve awareness is critical to improving standards of care in our department.
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